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Dr. Maya A. Trotz is an Associate Professor of Civil and Environmental Engineering at the University of South Florida. She received her B.S. in Chemical Engineering from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and her M.S. and Ph.D. degrees in Civil and Environmental Engineering from Stanford University. She completed post doctoral research at Stanford whilst also lecturing at Nanyang Technological University in Singapore. Her work lies at the nexus of geochemistry/water quality and global/community sustainability. She is interested in water quality linked to appropriate uses and community engagement for water source protection. In the Caribbean she has worked with CI-Guyana, WWF-Guianas and the IADB and done sustainability related research at the Green Castle Tropical Research Center in Jamaica and the Iwokrama International Centre for Rain Forest Conservation and Development in Guyana. She is on the executive committee of the Coastal Areas Climate Change Education (CACCE) project focused on Florida and the Caribbean. She is a fellow of the Patel Center for Global Solutions, faculty advisor for USF's chapter of Engineers for a Sustainable World, and a faculty affiliate of USF's Peace Corps Master's International program focused on water and sanitation. She believes in holistic approaches to providing engineering solutions that incorporate people's perspectives and needs and which build local capacity. To date her students have done or are doing research in Florida, Guyana, Jamaica, Trinidad and Tobago, Bolivia, Madagascar, the Netherlands, and Peru. A native of Guyana, she is committed to stronger educational and research linkages with the Caribbean and sits on the governing council of the Caribbean Science Foundation. 
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